
 
 

Save the Date! 

Visions and views 
Nila - The Nebraska International languages association 

The 2010 Nila fall 
conference was a great 
success!  Thank you to 

all who helped. 
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Nila awards 2010 
Mardi north from the nebraska state 
department of education received the 
pro lengua award for her dedication to 
promoting world languages. 

Emeritus award 

Dave Crews was awarded emeritus status 
for his contributions to the profession 
throughout his years as a world language   
educator. 

 

The NATF award for the outstanding teacher 
went to jane searcey.  

 

 

The NATSP award for the 
outstanding spanish teacher went 
to nila jacobson.  

NATF award 

NATG award 

The NATG award this year was a 
special one...diane wulf was one of 
four teachers in the nation to be 
awarded the aatg / goethe-institut 
certificate of merit.  She will 
receive the award at the aatg 
luncheon at ACTFL in November. 

NATSP award 
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We hope to see you again next year at creighton 
University in Omaha...mark your calendars now! 

A huge thank-you to 
our wonderful 

presenters!  
Without you, there 

would be no 
conference. 

 

 

Jim nailon of St. Thomas More Catholic 
School won the outstanding new world 
language educator award for 2010. 

NILA outstanding new educator award 

NILA outstanding educator award  

Carolina molina martín (formerly of blair 
high school and college of saint mary) 
received the NILA outstanding world 
language educator award. 



 

 

VISIONS AND VIEWS FALL 2010 

4 

2010 Election results 
Congratulations to our new officers! 

 
 

2010 STAR Award Recipients 
 
 

Cyndi Berve, Papillion LaVista High School 
Rita Blanco, Southern High School 

Pat Branson, Bellevue East High School 
Wendy Brennan, Millard North Middle School 

María Carolina Bustamante, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Kathy deBoer, Aldrich Elementary School 
Mitzi Delman, Westside High School 
Shanna Hellerich, Shelton High School 
Angela Hlava, Norris High School 

Stephanie Iwan Flamme, Logan View High School 
Nila Jacobson, Southwest High School 

Marlene Knobbe, West Point Guardian Angels Elementary 
Candida Kraska, Millard West High School 
Volker Langeheine, Millard North High School 
Barbara Lund Irvin, Westside Middle School 
Carolina Molina Martín, Blair High School 

Jeffrey Sill, Central High School 
Patricia Sulu, Scottsbluff High School 

     

Vice President – Rebecca Gill Renken 
Secretary – Mel Hernandez 
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Travel opportunities, pending 
legislation, advocacy opportunities... 

Dear Nila Members, 
 
I am writing in order to inform you about the following two important opportunities: 
****Fund for Teachers – Last year Fund for Teachers, through The Malaika Foundation, 
awarded fellowships for self-designed professional development to 23 Nebraska PreK-12 
teachers totaling almost $100,000. All Pre-kindergarten through 12th grade teachers in 
Nebraska school districts are eligible. Please apply and take advantage of this wonderful 
opportunity. 
Application available online: October 2010.  
Application deadline: January 29, 2011 
Awardees notified: April 2011 
Fellowships term: Summer 2011 

Find further information and the downloadable application form at: 
http://www.fundforteachers.org/  Click on Apply, then click on the state of Nebraska and 
view the application information under “The Nebraska Program.” 

****HR 6036 – “Excellence and Innovation in Language Learning Act” 
Congressmen Holt and Tonko have sponsored HR 6036 which will provide significant levels of 
funding at the national, state, and local levels for language education (see below). Please 
help get co-sponsors for this bill so that Congress will realize how important this legislation 
is for students in the U.S. and for building our nation's language capacity! (Please note: This is 
only an effort to get House Members to sign on to the legislation.  A Senate campaign will be conducted as 
soon as soon as there are sponsors in the Senate.)  
 Purposes of HR 6036:  

- To address 21st century U.S. national security and global leadership challenges by 
stimulating excellence, innovation and reform in national, state and local policies and 
programs regarding the teaching and learning of foreign languages at the K-12 levels.  

- Provide every student access to quality foreign language instruction as part of articulated 
K-12 language sequences with the goal of graduating high school students with an 
advanced level of proficiency.  

- Strengthen innovative preparation and recruitment initiatives for future foreign language 
teachers and enhance professional development opportunities for current teachers.  

 
Authorization: $400,000,000 for fiscal year 2011 and such sums that may be necessary for 
each of the succeeding fiscal years, for programs as follows:  
 
National Activities ($100,000,000): Establish a significant U.S. Department of Education 
leadership role. 
 
State Activities ($100,000,000):  Establish a significant State role to expand and articulate 
access to K-12 foreign language learning statewide. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Foreign Language Education Partnership Programs 
($200,000,000): The Secretary of Education would 
provide grants for eligible partnerships to develop, 
maintain, improve, and expand model programs of 
articulated foreign language learning from kindergarten 
through grade 12 that increase the number of students 
graduating from high school with an advanced level of 
proficiency in at least one foreign language.  
 
 
 
 
 
------Visit the ACTFL Website and on the left-hand side 
(green) under “What’s New” and you will find the following 
link::  Your Help is Urgently Needed for New Language 
Legislation: Please Act Today! 
You will find information on how to contact your congressman, a 
sample letter, the Excellence and Innovation in Language Learning 
Act Summary and a copy of the Bill (HR 6036).  Please take the 
time to get the word out and to help advance this most important 
legislation!!!! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marlene Knobbe  
NILA Past-President 
 

 


